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REPORT: BIAS HITS HOME

BY ABBY LUBY

RACIAL discrimination
Waestchester housing still exists,
according to a new
leased by a nonprofit housing

report re-

group.

For 18 months, undercover
“buyers from the group,
Westchester Residential Oppor-

tunities (WROQ), shopped for po
tential homes through real es-
tate firms, management compa-
nies, landlords and apartment
complexes in Westchester, as
well as Putnam and Rockland
counties.

More than 17% of the
Westchester tests reveaied dis-
criminatory practices, the report
said.

“If you look at the housing
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demographic map of Westches-
ter, it is still a very segregated
map,” said Andrea Klausner,
deputy director of WRO, a coun
seling agency certified by the
federal Department of Housing
and Urban Development (HUD).

“There are still pockets of mi
norities. We think Westchester
needs to become more integrat-
ed and more inclusive.”

But the problem has dramati-
cally declined from five years
ago: A similar test in 2005 found
the rate of such practices at
46.5%.

Kiausner said white undercov-
er testers were shown proper-

ties in communities that were
predominately white, but minori-
ty testers were shown housing
in mostly minority neighbor
hoods.

“Minority testers were also
asked for credit reports before
they were shown anything,” she
said. "White testers weren't
asked that.”

The report came on the heels
of an announcement that
Westchester had moved forward
to. build 104 affordable housing
units in three towns.

The county has to build a to
tal of 750 units in white neigh-
borhoods as part of a settlement
in a lawsuit that found the coun-

ty guilty of misappropriating
federal funds intended for af-
fordable housing.

Westchester County executive
Rob Astorino said the county
was ahead of schedule in the fi-
nancing of 104 units slated to be
built in Cortiandt, Yorktown and
Rye City.

“This is a tremendous accom-
plishment done through a strong
partnership among local govern
ments and experienced develop-
ers,” Astorino said.

The county is providing some
$2 million in housing grants to
build 18 affordable condominium
units in Rye that will sell for
$150,000 and $165,000 to people
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earning between $58.600 and
$67.,000.

According to Westchester offi
cials, only 311 people have
signed up for affordable housing
units on the county's online ap-
plication page.

When the units become avail-
able, they will be soid or rented
based on a lottery. The county’s
next benchmark is tc have fi-
nancing in place for 200 units by
the end of 2012.

The program is being moni-
tored by the federal govern-
ment. Last month, HUD rejected
the county's analysis, calling it
“incomplete and unacceptable.”

HUD gave the county until
April 1 to revise the document
and spell out how it will enforce
affordable housing prejects in
resistant communities.



