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Summer out of the city
I
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Derek Jeter is fast approaching Lou
Gehrig’s Yankee record of 2,721 hits.
Here’s a look at how many more The Captain needs to become Bomber Hit King.
Yesterday: Captain goes 3-for-4 with a

14

Why is Derek Jeter smiling? His Yankees have an excellent shot to return
to playoffs after missing them last year. Photo by James Keivom/Daily News

“It was the right thing to do,”
Jeter said. “We had a couple guys
on base with nobody out. You
move them over and you’ve got a
lot of different ways to score a
run when guys are at second and

third as opposed to first and second.
“(It was) bunt for a hit, but,
worst case scenario, the guys
move over.”
It was Jeter’s seventh three-hit

game in his last 18 contests, a
span during which he’s batting
.459. He is also 14 hits from breaking Lou Gehrig’s club record of
2,721.
If one play was emblematic of
how poorly the White Sox are
playing right now, it came in the
fourth inning and Jeter was in the
middle of it. He had singled to
center and stolen second base
when Damon hit one back to Contreras. The former Yankee
wheeled to second and seemed to
have Jeter caught off the base,
but his throw was wide of shortstop Alexi Ramirez. Second baseman Jayson Nix snared the throw
and probably would have nailed
Jeter trying for third, but his
throw was wild. The White Sox
were charged with two of their
three errors on that one play.
“We got lucky right there,”
Jeter said.

Jeter narrowly missed winning
the MVP when Justin Morneau
captured it in 2006. He was the
third-place finisher in 1998. And
he belongs in the MVP conversation this year because he has
been everything a leadoff hitter
should be. He ranks second in the
AL in hits (173) and is among the
league leaders in batting average
(.333), runs (90) and on-base percentage (.397).
The accolades don’t seem to
matter to him. He talks about the
unpleasant feelings last October
brought, when he wasn’t in the
postseason for the first time. He
is focused, as always, on October.
“We’re trying to win games,
man, that’s it,” Jeter said. “We’re
trying to get to the playoffs.
“It would be kind of selfish for
someone to be thinking about
that during the season. That’s
after the season. Right now we’re
trying to get to the playoffs.”

really stink
case for the Yankees with Mitre,
who was handed Chien-Ming
Wang’s spot in the rotation
almost by default (unless you
consider Kei Igawa a viable option) and, until yesterday, had
been serviceable at best. Now
whether he’ll make his next start
is uncertain. “We’ll just keep our
fingers crossed and hope for the
best,” said Joe Girardi.
Guillen, of course, should have
such problems. Two weeks ago,
the White Sox were 21/2 games
out of first place and, despite
playing erratically, were still
entertaining legitimate postseason aspirations. At least their
GM Kenny Williams was, having
swung two expensive deals for
Peavy and center fielder Alex
Rios. Now the Sox are merely
bad, playing, as they did yesterday, as if they were already mak-

ing dinner reservations in the
fourth inning.
“This is not major league baseball,” Guillen fumed. “If they
don’t feel the way I do now,
they’re really full of ----. I feel like
I am the one that should be
blamed, and I know I am the one
who’s gonna get the blame. But
you have to give me some ammunition. Give me something I can
use to defend you. Right now
that’s not happening.”
rom here on, the season
figures to get long for the
White Sox, their epitaph
having been written by, of
all people, Sergio Mitre,
who cost the Yankees a lot less
than the pitcher who was supposed to oppose him for the
White Sox yesterday.
bmadden@nydailynews.com
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THERE WERE TWO runs in,
runners at first and second and
nobody out. In the second inning
yesterday, the Yankees were
poised to break their game
against the White Sox wide open.
Digging in at the plate was Derek
Jeter, probably every Yankees
fan’s top choice to deliver the
clutch hit.
Jeter has had the kind of season that has put him in conversations about an MVP award. And
he is hitting at a torrid pace this
August. But in that situation, the
Bombers captain surprised everybody by bunting.
He said he was trying for a hit,
but Jeter was thrown out at first
base with the runners advancing.
Four pitches later Johnny Damon
doubled both runs in for a 4-0
lead and the Yankees were on the
way to a 10-0 win.
“I really don’t care who knocks
them in,” said Jeter, who was
3-for-4 yesterday. “We’re trying to
win games. At that point it was
2-0. We’re trying to get some
runs.
“It doesn’t make a difference
who knocks them in.”
This is why Jeter has a reputation as a class act and a consummate team player. White Sox
pitcher Jose Contreras was an
easy mark yesterday, but Jeter decided to take the surest route to a
big inning.
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Bronx student Diamond Anderson, 15, shows drive to succeed in gym at Horace Greeley High School in Chappaqua, Westchester County, where she spent time on more rigorous subjects, too. Photo by Viorel Florescu

IT MAY BE HOME to Bill and Hillary Clinton, but for one month
this summer, 20 Bronx teens
hung their hats in the tony
Westchester town of Chappaqua.
For the last 40 years, students,
between 14 and 17 years olds,
get the chance to live in the
burbs while getting a hit of
Shakespeare, computer science,
writing, filmmaking, tennis and
swimming.
The youth are sought out by
the Chappaqua Summer Scholarship Program, a volunteer, nonprofit group that pairs the kids in
July with a host family. The high
schools participating in the program were DeWitt Clinton, Christopher Columbus and Collegiate
Institute for Math and Science.
It’s free for students but costs
CSSP about $2,500 to house and
teach the teens. Horace Greeley
High School donates classrooms,
and several guidance counselors
to guide the teens in applying for
college.
The students return three successive summers and generally
stay with the same host family,
becoming secondary family members and lifelong friends.
“These kids come up from the
city and share our residences,”
said Diane Albert, CSSP chairwoman. “They make friends,
build bridges.”
Albert said the program started in response to the civil unrest
of the late 1960s. Today CSSP includes a melting pot of Bronx
kids with backgrounds from different nations including: Mexico,
Nigeria, Cambodia, Albania and
the Dominican Republic.
High school guidance counselors recommend about 50 highranking students to meet and
talk to CSSP members who then
select the final 20.
Going from the hubbub of the
Bronx to the bucolic hills of
Westchester takes some getting
used to.
“The first year I was here I
couldn’t sleep because it was too
quiet, but after a week or so I got
used to it,” said CIMS student
Stephanie George, 16.

Some students find a new
sense of confidence.
“I was extremely shy when I
first came here, now I can’t stop
talking,” said Royivia Ferguson,
17. “You really feel at home.”
The teens say learning is different and more stimulating in
Chappaqua.
The drudgery of reading a
Shakespeare play becomes fun
with professional actors from the
Hudson Valley Shakespeare Festival having students assume actual characters from the Bard’s
“Much Ado About Nothing,” and
play them out on a mock Oprah
Winfrey show. Amid giggles and
laughter, characters uncannily
come alive, reenacting their roles
in an imaginary TV studio.
“In school they teach us the
play, but here we learn how to do
it. We feel the characters,” said
Javier Caceres, 16, who attends
DeWitt Clinton.
Learning how your iPod can
hold 5,000 songs or how to build
and program small-scale robots
changed CIMS student Qendrin
Gjevakaj, 16, of Williamsbridge
Road. “The computer class and
robotics made me focused and
determined. Now I want to major
in computer science.”
Morning courses are followed
by afternoon sports on school
fields or filmmaking classes at
the Jacob Burns Film Center in
Pleasantville.
The students also cook and deliver meals to needy residents as
part of community service.
Worked into the mix is a strong
message of the importance of college, and the kids are taken to local college campuses and tutored
for the SAT’s.
Lisa Samnath, 17, got help
studying for her SAT’s. “I know
those extra two hours of tutoring
for the SAT got me an extra 500
points on the test.”
For the ‘Bronx-centric’ youth,
having a life outside city environs is a new idea.
“I thought I would go to college and live and work in the
Bronx before I came to Chappaqua, but there’s a whole other
world outside the Bronx,” said
Caceres.
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Second base umpire Mark Wegner endures verbal blizzard from Ozzie Guillen in first. Photo by David Pokress

