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OUR TAKE: Supergrid — Bring It On

By Abby Luby


A barrage of news images of downed electrical towers and power lines from 
recent climate related hurricanes and tornados are a bleak reminder that our 
power system is careening towards failure. In an opinion piece by Jennifer M. 
Granholm for CNN Business, the former U.S. Secretary of Energy says 
modernizing the grid is crucial because “the question will not be whether it [the 
grid] fails, but when.” 
Granholm cites the Biden’s administration “Build Back Better Agenda” which 
aims to protect and work towards a clean energy economy. Part of Biden’s 
agenda, a 10-year, $2 trillion American Jobs Plan is to upgrade roads, bridges 
and water systems to reduce the impacts of climate change impacts. 
destruction…on the grid. Of that package $100 billion is slated to modernize 
the country’s aging electric grid to produce 100% carbon-free electricity by 
2035. Central to the plan are tax incentives for companies who will build new, 
high voltage transmission lines to increase grid capacity and successfully 
decarbonize the  economy by midcentury. 
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